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USSR_ECONCMIC DEVELOPMENT IN WORLD WAR IT

During the tirst part of World War II, from June to November 1941, Hit-
ler was able 0 seize unusually rich and large industrial lands of the west-
ern USSR including a considerable portion of the Ukraine , Belorussia, Cen-
tral Russia, and the Baliic countries. Before the war , sbout 40 percent of
the USSR population inhabited this area , which supplied 63 percent of the
coal, 68 percent of the pig iron, 58 percent of the steel, and 60 percent of
the aluminum produced in the USSR,

Befere the war, the grain producing areas -- the Ukraine » North Cauca-
sus, and other regione -- supplied 38 percent of USSR grain, 8% percent of
its suger, 38 percent of its cattle, and 60 percent of other livestock. De-
spite war losses, the USSR supplied up to 68 million tons of grain to the
army and to the urban population during the period from 1941 to 194k,

The USSR had to convert its economy to war production at a time vhen its
industriel output had failen 2.1 times and when the mein source of raw mate- N
rials was in enemy hands. Despite thesz great losses ; the USSR mobilized
great economic reserves, cenverted its entire economy to war production, and
not only restored its defense potential but also developed it. ’

During the war, up to 1,300 lerge industrial plants » millions of people,
and the great wealth of the country were evacuated to eastern USSR territory.
It toock 3-4 weeks to rehebilitate the plants and to begin preduction.
Within £2-3 months, these plants were producing at a faster rate then before
the war,

The war and ite inherent difficulties, such as labor shorteges, trans-
portation difficuities, shortages of food provisions, and other factors did
not thwart the potential development of Soviet economy. On the contrary,
the pace of industrial development increased considerably above the prewar
level. Soviet industrial production increased 1.5 times in 1942 and 17 per-
cent in 1943. During the var, a number of large blast furnaces were
built in the Ural Mountains in 7-9 months ; whereas before the war 2-3 years
vere required to build a large blast furnace. Now it takes 5-6 months to
build one of these furnaces.
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